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THE BRITISH SOCIETY 
FOR THE HISTORY OF MATHEMATICS 
By J. J. Gray (Hon. Sec.), 
Open University, Milton Keynes, England 
The Society heard the following talks in 1977: In March, 
Prof. Imre Toth (Regensburg University, guest of the Goethe 
Institute), The Reception and Rejection of Non-Euclidean 
Geometry in the Nineteenth Century; in April, Chris Lewin, 
Richard Witt and the Early History of Compound Interest; 
Dr. Ian Sutherland, The Life-table is not yet dead; Drs. Bernard 
Norton and Donald MacKenzie, Pearson, Statistics and the 
Biometric School; Prof. Philip Holgate, The Role of Gambling 
Games in the History of Probability; in May, Peter Cox, 
Actuarial Science upto 1820; Prof. Yamey, Accountancy upto 1820; 
$1 June, (jointly with Imperial College London), Prof. Verhulst 
(Utrecht), The History of the Mathematical Theory of the 
Stability of the Solar System; and in July, Dr. E. J. Aiton, 
on Leibniz, China, and the Binary System, and Graham Flegg, 
Jean Nicholson, Leo Rogers and others, on The Teaching of the 
History of Mathematics in Schools. 
The annual weekend conference of the Society took place in 
August, and the following papers were presented. Dr. D. T. 
Whiteside, Newtoniana; Dr. Ian Stewart, Gauss; Dr. Laura 
Tilling, Lambert; Prof. Young, Littlewood; Dr. R. C. Gupta (Birla 
Institute), Indian mathematics to 1600; Dr. Tony Gardener, 
Political and Philosophical Assumptions in the Reading and 
Writing of History; Prof. Joseph Dauben (Herbert H. Lehman College), 
Cantor; Dr. I. Grattan-Guinness, Cantor's Influence, Russell; 
Dr. Barbara Moss, The Working Mathematician and His Idle 
Speculations. 
In December the Society held its Annual General Meeting in 
Kings College, London, and expressed its regret at the sudden 
and untimely death of K. 0. May. Papers were presented by 
Peter Griffiths on de Moivre and Dr. H. J. M. Bos (Utrecht) on 
Curves in the Seventeenth Century. 
HISTORY OF MATHEMATICS AT THE 
FIRST AUSTRALASIAN MATHEMATICS CONVENTION 
The first Australasian Mathematics Convention was held at 
the University of Canterbury, in Christchurch, New Zealand, from 
the 15th to 19th of May 1978. About 250 people attended, with 
approximately equal numbers coming from universities and govern- 
mental departments, and from schools. 
Mr. J. C. W. De La Bere (University of Canterbury) spoke on 
"Thomas Harriot--Elizabethan mathematician", analysing Harriet's 
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manuscripts (c.1600) on forward-difference interpolation and sub- 
tabulation in tables. Mr.W.F. Hawkins (University of Auckland) 
spoke on "John Napier, the Great Scot", explaining Napier’s for- 
mulation of logarithms. Mr. G.J. Tee (University of Auckland) 
spoke on "ThePioneering Women Mathematicians"-Hypatia, Ch3telet, 
Agnesi, Somerville, Germain and Lovelace. Dr. J. Seberry (Univ- 
ersity of Sydney) Spoke on "Emmy Noether and Sonya Kovalevski's, 
and Dr. C.. Thornley (Wellin_eton Polytechnic)spoke on "Some Twent- 
ieth Century Women Mathematicians". 
Some of those lectures will be published in a special issue 
of The New Zealand Mathematics Magazine, containing papers from 
the convention on mathematical education. 
SYMPOSIUM ON HISTORY AND 
PHILOSOPHY OF MATHEMATICAL SCIENCES 
A special symposium on History and Philosophy of Mathematti- 
al Sciences is being organised under the auspices of the 
Indian Association for History and Philosophy of Science. It 
will be held during the 66th annual session of the Indian 
Science Congress in January 1979. Scholars are invited to 
contribute papers on any aspect of the history and philosophy 
of Pure or Applied Mathematics, Statistics or Mathematical 
Physics and Astronomy. These may be sent to the convener or 
to a co-convener. 
CONVENOR: 
Dr. W.H. Abdi, Dept. of Mathematics, University of 
Cochin, Cochin, KERALA 682022. 
CO-CONVENORS: 
1. Dr. P.D. Angreji, Vedhashala Observatory, Navrangapura, 
Ahmedabad, GUJARAT 380013. 
2. Dr. R.C. Gupta, Dept. of Mathematics, Birla Institute 
of Technology, Mesra, Ranchi, BIHAR 835215. 
3. Dr. C.P. Menon, Dept. of Physics, University of Cochin, 
Cochin, KERALA 682022. 
4. Dr. S.D. Sharma, Dept. of Physics, Panjabi University, 
Patiala, PUNJAB 147002. 
5. Dr. J. Singh, Dept. of Statistics, Vikrama University,, 
Ujjain, MADHYA PRADESH 456010. 
